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prayers to the Supreme Lord whose form is infinite and spiritual, who is peaceful and
all powerful, unrestricted by time and space, unmeasurable by objective perception.
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the learned are envious, the powerful are too proud, while others are just foolish—
so my wise sayings have remained yet unspoken.
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varam parvatadurgesu bhrantam vanacaraih saha
na murkhajanasamparkah surendrabhavanesvapi || 14 ||

I would rather wander, lost in the mountains and surrounded by wild animals — than
associate with fools... even if it were, in the mansions of heaven.
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All in this ever-changing world will die and be reborn... but they are the truly born,
who bring greatness to their lineage.
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Like a bouquet of flowers, conduct of the wise ones either touches everyone's mind —
or withers away in a forest.
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who knows not O benevolent cloud — that you are the one supporting the divine
chataka bird itself... why then, would you wait for our pleadings.
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prarabhyate na khalu vighnabhayena nicaih
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weak are those who don't even begin — due to fear of obstacles, mediocre are they

who begin but halt at the onset of hurdles, but truly noble ones never abandon what
they began even if repeatedly beaten back by obstacles.
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a dog wags its tail and grovels at the feet of one who gives food, while an elephant
stays firm and accepts food after a hundred entreaties.
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strange indeed, how — the same individual with the same perception, the same sharp
mind, the same speech, and the same name — when deprived of the comfort of
wealth, turns into someone else.
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O king, if you enjoy this earth — which is as bountiful as the divine cow, nourish it as
you would care for a young calf... because the earth, when cultivated carefully and
perpetually — is endlessly fruitful like an eternal creeper of bliss.
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satyanrta ca purusa priyavadini ca

himsra dayalurapi carthapara vadanya |
nityavyaya pracuranityadhanagama ca
varanganeva nrpanitiranekardpa || 47 ||

kings behave unpredictably as courtesans — truly and falsely, harshly and amicably,
cruelly and mercifully, liberally and covetously, squandering wealth and hoarding it.
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the wealthy one is considered pedigree, wise, learned, qualified, eloquent, and
beautiful — all virtues attach themselves to gold.
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the lion, even when overwhelmed by hunger and weakened by age, even if in misery
and bereft of majesty, with his life ebbing away — still absolutely desires to swallow
(n a single mouthful, the entire forehead of a regal elephant which he has crushed to
pieces... how could he, this mightiest of creatures, feed upon withered grass?
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the dog revels over a tiny, filthy, ox bone stripped of flesh — which he has found,
though it doesn't satisfy his hunger... while the lion overlooks the jackal right next to
him and attacks the elephant — thus a person of firm mind, even when in distress,
seeks things according to natural disposition.

Samskrita Bharati &
(praudhaganah) $loka spardha DFW 26 February 2017
DallasBK@SamskritaBharatiUSA.org  www.SamskritaBharatiUSA.org



mailto:DallasBK@SamskritaBharatiUSA.org
http://www.samskritabharatiusa.org/

ST HEHAH | Hﬁ?aﬂltdl Saq ATFA |

Ta4sfU geeafquyad: gedfadr: =

a U foRmfashaest Mg oad |

F9d T [CaThIRIITOR JRgRT

Yid: | Udf0l U3 SMaufd: INSaREERtd: | 3% |

santyanye:'pi brhaspatiprabhrtayah sambhavitah pancasah
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though just a handful of esteemed planets exist, of whom brhaspati is the lord — yet
O brother, rahu of great might and power, does not attack them... this demon king,
who has nothing left in him but his head — chooses to devour along his course, only
the lord of the day, and ruler of the night...
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our noble birth may come to naught, our virtues may perish, our character may fall
as if from a lofty mountain, our family may be consumed by fire, our might humbled
by a menacing thunderbolt... but let us keep our wealth — for without this, the
collection of virtues are just a heap of grass.
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ruined is... a king by evil advisors, a sage by society, a child by indulgence, a wise one
by abandoning knowledge, a family by wayward progeny, conduct by bad habits,
decency by drinking, farming by neglect, affection by absence from home, friendship
by lack of love, assets by mismanagement, wealth by squander....
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as fate has decreed on each one’s head, so will they obtain — whether poverty or
wealth... no less no more even if one dwells in the desert or atop mount meru — so
do not waste time envying the miserly rich, but strengthen the mind... as a pitcher
retains the same amount of water — whether drawn from a well or from the ocean.
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the wicked shouldn't be pleaded with, poor friends not be begged from, righteousness
must be loved, evil must be avoided... a noble life lived steadily even in adversity, the
ways of great ones be followed even if difficult as standing on the edge of a sword.
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had the son of himalaya not taken refuge in the ocean when his father was helpless
in calamity — allowing instead, the enraged indra to cut his wings off with a flame
spewing thunderbolt... his conduct would have been far more noble.
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as a jewel cut by stone, as a conqueror slain by weapons in war, as an elephant
weakened by passion, as riverbanks dry up in the autumn, as the moon wanes, as
young women become languid in pleasure — all these, still unabatedly beautiful...
thus noble ones whose wealth diminishes by giving to the needy, remain illustrious.
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