
ॐ 

जयत ुससं्कृतम ्। संस्कृतभारती जयत ुमनकुुलम ्। 
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अथ नीतिशिकम ्। 
 

atha nītiśatakam | 
 

 

दिक्कालाद्यनवच्छिन्नानन्िचिन्मात्रमिूतये । 

स्वानुभतू्येकमानाय नमः शान्िाय िेजसे ॥ १ ॥ 
 

dikkālādyanavacchinnānantacinmātramūrtaye | 

svānubhūtyekamānāya namaḥ śāntāya tejase || 1 || 
 

prayers to the Supreme Lord whose form is infinite and spiritual, who is peaceful and 

all powerful, unrestricted by time and space, unmeasurable by objective perception. 
 

 

बोद्धारो मत्सरग्रस्िाः प्रभवः स्मयिूतििाः । 

अबोधोपहिाश्चान्ये जीर्तमङे्ग सभुातििम ्॥ २ ॥ 
 

boddhāro matsaragrastāḥ prabhavaḥ smayadūṣitāḥ | 

abodhopahatāścānye jīrṇamaṅge subhāṣitam || 2 || 
 

the learned are envious, the powerful are too proud; while others are just foolish— 

so my wise sayings have remained yet unspoken. 
 

 

वरं पवतििुरे्गि ुभ्रान्िं वनिर ः सह 

न मरू्तजनसम्पकत ः सरेुन्रभवनेष्वतप ॥ १४ ॥ 
 

varaṃ parvatadurgeṣu bhrāntaṃ vanacaraiḥ saha 

na mūrkhajanasamparkaḥ surendrabhavaneṣvapi || 14 || 
 

I would rather wander, lost in the mountains and surrounded by wild animals – than 

mingle with fools in the mansions of heaven. 
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पररवतितचन संसारे मिृः को वा न जायि े। 

स जािो येन जािेन याति वंशः समनु्नतिम ्॥ ३२ ॥ 
 

parivartini saṃsāre mṛtaḥ ko vā na jāyate | 

sa jāto yena jātena yāti vaṃśaḥ samunnatim || 32 || 
 

All in this ever-changing world will die and be reborn… but they are the truly born, 

who bring greatness to their lineage. 
 

 

 

कुसमुस्िबकस्येव द्वयी वदृिमतनच्स्वनः । 

मचू््नत वा सवतलोकस्य शीयतिे वन एव वा ॥ ३३ ॥ 
 

kusumastabakasyeva dvayī vṛttirmanasvinaḥ | 

mūrdhni vā sarvalokasya śīryate vana eva vā || 33 || 
 

Like a bouquet of flowers, conduct of the wise ones either touches everyone’s mind – 

or withers away in a forest. 
 

 

 

त्वमेव िािकाधारोऽच्स इति केिां न र्गोिरः । 

दकमम्भोिवराऽस्माकं कापतण्योततं प्रिीक्षसे ॥ ५० ॥ 
 

tvameva cātakādhāro:'si iti keṣāṃ na gocaraḥ | 

kimambhodavarā:'smākaṃ kārpaṇyoktiṃ pratīkṣase || 50 || 
 

who knows not O benevolent cloud – that you are the one supporting the divine 

chātaka bird itself… why then, would you wait for our pleadings.  
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प्रारभ्यिे न र्ल ुतवघ्नभयेन नीि ः 

प्रारभ्य तवघ्नतवहिा तवरमच्न्ि म्याः । 

तवघ्न ः पनुः पनुरतप प्रतिहन्यमानाः 

प्रारब्धमिुमजना न पररत्यजच्न्ि ॥ २७ ॥ 
 

prārabhyate na khalu vighnabhayena nīcaiḥ 

prārabhya vighnavihatā viramanti madhyāḥ | 

vighnaiḥ punaḥ punarapi pratihanyamānāḥ 

prārabdhamuttamajanā na parityajanti || 27 || 
 

weak are those who don’t even begin – due to fear of obstacles, mediocre are they 

who begin but halt at the onset of hurdles, but truly noble ones never abandon what 

they began even if repeatedly beaten back by obstacles. 
 

 

 

लाङू्गलिालनमधश्चरर्ावपािं 

भमूौ चनपत्य विनोिरिशतनं ि । 

श्वा तपण्डिस्य कुरुिे र्गजपङु्गवस्ि ु

धीरं तवलोकयति िाटुशि श्च भङेु्क्त ॥ ३१ ॥ 
 

lāṅgūlacālanamadhaścaraṇāvapātaṃ 

bhūmau nipatya vadanodaradarśanaṃ ca | 

śvā piṇḍadasya kurute gajapuṅgavastu 

dhīraṃ vilokayati cāṭuśataiśca bhuṅkte || 31 || 
 

a dog wags its tail and grovels at the feet of one who gives food, while an elephant 

stays firm and accepts food after a hundred entreaties. 
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िानीच्न्रयाण्यतवकलाचन ििेव नाम 

सा बतुद्धरप्रतिहिा विनं ििेव । 

अथोष्मर्ा तवरदहिः परुुिः स एव 

त्वन्यः क्षरे्न भविीति तवचित्रमेिि ्॥ ४० ॥ 
 

tānīndriyāṇyavikalāni tadeva nāma 

sā buddhirapratihatā vacanaṃ tadeva | 

arthoṣmaṇā virahitaḥ puruṣaḥ sa eva 

tvanyaḥ kṣaṇena bhavatīti vicitrametat || 40 || 
 

strange indeed, how – the same individual with the same perception, the same sharp 

mind, the same speech, and the same name – when deprived of the comfort of 

wealth, turns into someone else. 
 

 

 

राजन् ! िुधकु्षच्स यदि च्क्षतिधेनमेुिा ं

िेनाद्य वत्सचमव लोकममुं पिुार् । 

िच्स्मंश्च सम्यर्गचनशं पररपोष्यमारे् 

नानाफल ः फलति कल्पलिेव भचूमः ॥ ४६ ॥ 
 

rājan ! dudhukṣasi yadi kṣitidhenumetāṃ 

tenādya vatsamiva lokamamuṃ puṣāṇa | 

tasmiṃśca samyaganiśaṃ paripoṣyamāṇe 

nānāphalaiḥ phalati kalpalateva bhūmiḥ || 46 || 
 

O king, if you enjoy this earth – which is as bountiful as the divine cow, nourish it as 

you would care for a young calf... because the earth, when cultivated carefully and 

perpetually – is endlessly fruitful like an eternal creeper of bliss. 
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सत्यानृिा ि परुुिा तप्रयवादिनी ि 

दहंस्रा ियालरुतप िाथतपरा विान्या । 

चनत्यव्यया प्रिुरचनत्यधनार्गमा ि 

वाराङ्गनेव नृपनीतिरनेकरूपा ॥ ४७ ॥ 
 

satyānṛtā ca puruṣā priyavādinī ca 

hiṃsrā dayālurapi cārthaparā vadānyā | 

nityavyayā pracuranityadhanāgamā ca 

vārāṅganeva nṛpanītiranekarūpā || 47 || 
 

kings behave unpredictably as courtesans – truly and falsely, harshly and amicably, 

cruelly and mercifully, liberally and covetously, squandering wealth and hoarding it. 
 

 

 

यस्याच्स्ि तवि ंस नरः कुलीनः स पच्ण्डिः स शु्रिवान् र्गरु्ज्ञः। 

स एव वता स ि िशतनीयः सवे र्गरु्ाः काञ्चनमाश्रयच्न्ि ॥४१॥ 
 

yasyāsti vittaṃ sa naraḥ kulīnaḥ sa paṇḍitaḥ sa śrutavān guṇajñaḥ| 

sa eva vaktā sa ca darśanīyaḥ sarve guṇāḥ kāñcanamāśrayanti || 41 || 
 

the wealthy one is considered pedigree, wise, learned, qualified, eloquent, and 

beautiful – all virtues attach themselves to gold. 
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इति श्री भिृतहरेः नीतिशिकोद्धिृश्लोकाः । 
 

iti śrī bhartṛhareḥ nītiśatakoddhṛtaślokāḥ | 
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