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Message from Giri Bharathan, Director, SAFL Program, Samskrita Bharati USA

Namaste,

As we enter the ninth year of SAFL
program, I take this opportunity to briefly
reflect upon its history and progress
made. Based on requests from parents
and students interested in learning
Samskritam in a formal, structured
manner through the school year with the
possibility of getting credits, the SAFL
program was started in Sep 2009 with 17
students and 3 teachers. It was a learning
experience for us as it was the first time
we ventured in to teaching online.
Currently we have 240 students and 25
teachers. Summer residential programs
(Shraddhaa, Prajnaa and Medhaa camps)
also have growing enrollment numbers.

The SAFL program was accredited by
the Western Association of Schools and
Colleges as a supplementary education
program in July 2016. It has helped us
institute several best practices. New
qualified teachers are recruited each year
to ensure an optimal teacher:student
ratio. Also, we have been trying to
increase our engagement with all
stakeholders, collect regular feedback and
take suitable actions to address their
needs. In fact, this newsletter is one such
effort.

One of the main purposes of SAFL
program is to provide an opportunity for
children to get introduced to Samskritam
and stay connected with their
heritage. They also make friendships with
other like minded students during the
course of their study. To facilitate
continued interaction among the
graduates and engagement with
Samskrita Bharati, the SAFL Alumni
Association has been rejuvenated with the
lead taken by some Medhaa shibiram
attendees in 2017.

In order to help SAFL graduates connect
with other Samskritam enthusiasts at the
university level, efforts are being made to
extend the reach of the CSN - Campus
Samskritam Network, a project started by
Samskrita Bharati several years ago to
establish Samskritam language clubs in
universities. This provides a good
opportunity for SAFL alumni to continue
learning and also teach Samskritam to
others. A few students are in fact
currently helping in the SAFL classes and
camps. We hope to increase these
numbers in the forthcoming years so that
the next generation can take a lead role
gradually.
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Students Corner

Summer Camps 2017

Similar to SAFL program, Samskrita
Bharati conducts Samskritam classes and
camps in many states for children and
adults. Your tax deductible
contribution will help us advance in our
mission. Please visit sbusa.org to make a
donation.

We would like to hear from you

regarding suggestions for this newsletter
and also for the SAFL program. Please

write to us at safl@sbusa.org

Giri Bharathan



http://sbusa.org/
mailto:safl@sbusa.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Oct 21 - 24, 2017 — First Semester
Midterm Exams (All 200 and 300
level courses)

Nov 18 - 21, 2017 — First Semester
Unit Exams — II (All 100 level
courses)

Nov 25 - 28, 2017 — Thanksgiving

Break (All courses)
Dec 23, 2017 — Jan 2, 2018 - Mar 17 -20, 2018 — Second
Winter Break (All courses) Semester Midterm Exams (All 200 Reglstratlon for

and 300 level courses) SAFL 20 18_19

Jan 13 - 16, 2018 — First Semester .
academic year

Final Exams (All courses) Apr 14 — Apr 17, 2018 — Second .

Semester Unit Exams — II (All 100 opens 1n March
Jan 20 — 23, 2018 - Inter semester level courses) 201 8! !
break. No classes (All courses)

May 19 — 22, 2018— End of year Stay Tuned...
Jan 27 - 30, 2018 — Second Final Exams (All courses)

Semester - First day of class
Mar 3 - 6, 2018 — Second Semester
Unit Exams — I (All 100 level courses)
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T TR gifa g Wafa fasgar |
S-St 7 a1 Taq feu=afeeran fa=m

faem IR0 a1 T | SRAW: 1 A faxgar Yafd | dedrd 30 S/
1< 9 Hfasafa | fagman: gae A feafd faerd |

That which cannot be perceived by a thief, that which only increases by sharing and
that which cannot perish ever — What could that be other than knowledge?
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SAFL Camps 2017 - Experiences from Students' Perspective

Prajnaa Camp (June 17-23, 2017)

Prajnaa camp has been a wonderful experience for me. The first
day when | came to prajnaa camp | was excited to see the room
where | would be staying. On the first part of the day, we went
inside the main hall and the teacher told us where to go and what
we will be doing. At night they told us to go back to our cabins.
The cabins looked small but when | went inside | saw 6 bunk
beds. There was a small basketball court in front of the cabins
where we could play during our free time.

On the second day the teachers told us to come to the main hall
where we did yogabhyasam. In the evening, we went outside and
played games. The games were really fun. Then we would do
bhajans and it was very soothing. In the night we did skits it was
fun and entertaining.

On the third day we did hiking. The mountains were a bit steep but
it was lot of fun. | had a joyful time looking at the trees and
mountains.

On the fourth day when it was dark we did stargazing. The stars
looked beautiful. | saw the Milky Way galaxy through the
telescope which was awesome.

During the next two days of the camp, we had an excellent
opportunity of hearing two great teachers from India who spoke
about how to improve our samskritam speaking skills. It was very
inspiring.

On the final day of the camp, we played scavenger hunt. It was
fun finding clues.

The food served all days in the camp was very delicious and we
had a variety of items to choose from. Throughout the camp, we
learned about vibhaktis and dhatu pratyayas (noun declensions
and verb conjugations). We learned how to pronounce those
words verbally. It was fun and interactive. We learned how to
listen and read the complex sentences. There were a lot of
different types of styles in pronouncing the words. | improved my
sambhashanam skills.

We learned how to express the words and write the words in
devanagari. We used our understanding for what those words
mean. We also learned about suktis and subhashitams which
were very interesting and melodic. Subhashitams inspire me a lot.
When | listen to the sweet tune it is like the joy and bliss of life. It
made me feel happy.

Overall, the whole course was both immersive and interactive. It
was one of the best experiences | ever had in my life. | learned
quite a lot in these seven days. | especially liked the subashitams
because the melody of music was so sweet. | had a great time in
prajnaa camp. It has been an exciting journey.

Pranav Raghavan

SAFL 200 Level Student

Grade 9

Round Rock Hiah School. Round Rock. TX

Ferfrfa (July 16-30, 2017)
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Anjali Sukhavasi

SAFL Alumni, Grade 11
Baldwin School,

Bryn Mawr, PA
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Fefrf (July 16-30, 2017)
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Nataraj Shivaprasad
SAFL Alumni, Grade 10
Wootton High School, Rockville, MD

SAFL Alumni Association (SAA)
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Rohan Yaradi Avinash Kotecha
SAFL Alumni SAFL Alumni

Class of 2021 Class of 2021

Cornell University University of Houston
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